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We will explore some aspects or configurations of
Oedipus's scene and will briefly consider how the concept
has moved along the history of Psychoanalysis from the
time it was discovered by Freud, until now, in contemporary
texts of post Freudian authors, mainly in the French
psychoanalytic literature. Thus, we will give a look at how
the Oedipus comes on stage or more accurately how it
comes on many stages, and therefore also why this concept
is addressed in its plural form: The Oedipus (s)

We will examine the generative development from the
discovery of the Oedipus complex and its declinations: the
positive and negative one, the pre-Oedipus, the Ante-
Oedipus, the Counter-Oedipus and the post-Oedipus.fp
We would also like to touch upon the question of
structuration, triangulation and_“tierceity” and in this
perspective, we will ask ourselves if this fundamental
construction may bring to a new paradigm i.e. to consider
the Oedipus complex as a contemporary hosting structure,
broader than a constraining one, or to consider it as a
timeless structural construction put in context of another
post - Freudian form of thinking.
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“There is a paragraph in “On Narcissism: An Introduction”

in which Freud says somewhat cryptically that something must be
added to autoerotism to make it narcissism, whatever that is. Well, /
think we can now explain what that is”. (Kohut, 1975, p. 276)
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"Let the patient teach you how to analyze him!"
(Kohut to Ornstein, Ornstein, 2009, p.102)*.

"Self-selfobject relationships are present from birth to death - the
healthy self thus always needs the sustaining responses of selfobjects,
from the first to the last breath" (Kohut, 1980, p. 673).
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Psychoanalysis, Empathy and Introspection - An Examination of the
Relationship Between Mode of Observation and Theory.

720V (1971,1968,1966) '1'7{71 'DAIN'N 'D'7INID'DO 1700 NT NN
IAND NMAI712'DO1I QDTN NMIINIAD NN 2,12 'Y DINIPY
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* Ornstein, P.H. (2009). My Late Night Hypnagogic Fantasy: Conversation With
Heinz Kohut (I1)1. /nt. J. Psychoanal. Self Psychol., 4(1):101-110.
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“In the early days, there was great pleasure in doing what my teachers Exploring Meltzer’s contribution to clinical practice | n1TD
taught me to do and finding out that they were right. ... But then. ..

there comes a time when you cast off from the pier and into the open NNID NINP'D'7IX | WN-IND1 NDT70
sea and are on yourown...” Malka@napchan.com

Donald Meltzer, “A Review of My Writings” (2000) [17'N 720 :NTOID
michaleilon123@gmail.com 052-2591593

We will discuss some papers of clinicians who using his
work have in their own way cast off from the pier and are on
their way, helping us grasp better how we can develop our
work.
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Cohen & Alberto Hahn. 2000 by H. Karnac Books. 17.06.24 03.06.24

DOING THINGS DIFFERENTLY The Influence of Donald Meltzer on
Psychoanalytic Theory and Practice Edited by Margaret Cohen & Alberto
Hahn. 2017 Karnac Books.
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>> This four-seminar programme will consider some
concepts associated with Bion, Meltzer, and Money-Kyrle:
Psychoanalysis as an Art Form; Catastrophic change and
Emotional Turbulence; Aesthetic Conflict; and
Psychoanalytic Faith.

1. Psychoanalysis as an art form

We consider Bion’s question ‘What sort of artists can we be?’
in the light of the later (‘post-Kleinian’) aesthetic model of
psychoanalysis. The consulting room, like art modes, is a
‘forcing-house for symbol formation’ (Meltzer), founded on
‘reverie’ (Bion) or the ‘countertransference dream’ (Meltzer).
2. Catastrophic change and emotional turbulence

Bion’s concept of catastrophic change is considered in
relation to Sophocles’ Oedipus, as the underlying pattern of
development.

*Meg Williams Harris is a writer and lecturer on literature and
psychoanalysis and also a visual artist. She is a daughter of Martha
Harris (of the Tavistock psychoanalytic training) and stepdaughter of
Donald Meltzer, both of whom worked closely with Melanie Klein, and
were instrumental in teaching the later work of Bion.

She teaches and lectures widely and many of her works in English have
been translated in other languages including Italian, French, Spanish,
Greek, German, Portuguese, Japanese, and Norwegian.

She is a visiting lecturer at the Tavistock Clinic, an Honorary Member of
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The key factors are the capacity to tolerate psychic
turbulence, and the urge for self-knowledge (epistemophilic
instinct, or K).

3. Aesthetic conflict

Here we look at what is meant by ‘aesthetic conflict’,
Meltzer’s formulation of the driving force in personality
development beginning at birth. Itis a concept very much in
evidence in literature, and illustrates Bion’s more abstract
formulation of the dynamics of LHK (Love, Hate, Knowledge).
4. Psychoanalytic faith

We consider in what sense (as Bion said) there is a religious
or spiritual component to personality development,
connecting this with Money-Kyrle’s three innate
preconceptions, and what it means to grow by ‘having
ideas’.

18:30-17:00,'n 'n' :(DIT) D'WA9DN 'TVIN
29.02.24,11.01.24,14.12.23,16.11.23
N7 WP NNIPRN NN

the Psychoanalytic Center of California, and editor of The Harris Meltzer
Trust.

Her books include 7he Apprehension of Beauty (with Donald Meltzer,
1988), Hamlet in Analysis (1997/2014), The Vale of Soulmaking (2005),
The Aesthetic Development (2010), Bion’s Dream (2010), The Art of
Personality (2020), Dream Sequences in Shakespeare(2021), and Donald
Meltzer: A Contemporary Introduction (2021).

She has also written a filmscript based on Bion’s autobiographies, The
Becoming Room, which is on youtube.
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>> Among his contributions to contemporary
psychoanalysis, Thomas Ogden has provided us with a
series of essays in which he “reads” the work of prominent
analysts. In the first part of this course, we will read four

of Winnicott’s most important papers paired with Ogden’s
reading of each to better appreciate the original work and
to appreciate the depth, nuance and creativity Ogden
brings to these texts.

You’ll quickly see that Ogden’s take is non-authoritative.
He’s trying to figure out what he thinks Winnicott means by
the terms and phrases he uses. Ogden takes the papers
slowly, and sometimes focuses on minute aspects of
language.

I’m hoping that as a group we can do something similar.
Let us agree to approach these papers (both Winnicott’s
and Ogden’s) as objects of study and as beginnings for
conversation. I’ll not read these papers to you, or lecture on
them. Instead, | propose we sit with them, associate to
them, relate them to our own clinical experiences. There is
so much richness here that | feel we would be best to
approach the material this way - by our collective trying to
figure out what each writer means. Let’s be open to what
we think are their intended meanings, and let’s also see if
we might generate some of our own. The second part of the
course will involve a difference. In reading Ogden’s reading
of Bion we will attempt to learn more about Bion’s original
conceptions through what Ogden brings to them as well as
what Ogden adds to those conceptions. We’ll begin with the
proviso that even Ogden reports that after reading Bion for
decades he continues to be unclear about many of his
central ideas. Consequently, it will be our collective struggle
with these ideas, our puzzling over them and our attempts
to make sense of them that will be our project.

[I"21 LIP* I AN NP [TAN AN NP7 | 277 1'DD
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Many analysts have devoted their careers to the Talmudic
study of some of Bion’s more esoteric ideas.

We won’t do that exactly. Hence, In contrast with the
Winnicott readings we won’t be reading the original text of
Bion or pairing them with Ogden’s reading of them (though
Ogden’s papers often include lengthy passages from Bion).
It’s very likely that our readings for each week won’t feel like
they “pair” with each other perfectly, but over time we’ll put
together an assembly of (or in Bion’s language we’ll dream)
his most important contributions. Through Ogden’s reading
of Bion we will investigate areas of reverie, emotional Truth,
container/contained, issues of Being, and much more.
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*Bruce Reis, Ph.D., FIPA, BCPsa, is a Training and Supervising Analyst
and Faculty Member at the Institute for Psychoanalytic Training and
Research, New York; an Adjunct Clinical Assistant Professor in the New
York University Postdoctoral Program in Psychotherapy and
Psychoanalysis; and a member of the Boston Change Process Study
Group. He is Regional North American Editor for the International
Journal of Psychoanalysis and has previously served on the editorial
boards of The Psychoanalytic Quarterly, and Psychoanalytic Dialogues.
He is the author of Creative Repetition and Intersubjectivity (2020)
Routledge Press.
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