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"A path leads from identification by way of imitation to empathy, that
is, to the comprehension of the mechanism by means of which we are
enabled to take up any attitude at all towards another mental life".
(Freud, 1921, p. 110)
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"There is a paragraph in “On Narcissism: An Introduction” in which
Freud says somewhat cryptically that something must be added to
autoerotism to make it narcissism, whatever that is. Well, | think we can
now explain what that is”. (Kohut, 1975, p. 276)
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We will explore some aspects or configurations of Oedipus's scene,
and will briefly consider how the concept has moved along the
history of Psychoanalysis from the time it was discovered by Freud,
until now, in contemporary texts of post Freudian authors, mainly in
the French psychoanalytic literature.Thus, we will give a look at how
the Oedipus comes on stage or more accurately how it comes on
many stages, and therefore also why this concept is addressed in its
plural form: The Oedipus (s)

We will examine the generative development from the discovery of
the Oedipus complex and its declinations: the positive and negative
one, the pre-Oedipus, the Ante-Oedipus, the Counter-Oedipus and
the post -Oedipus.fp

We would also like to touch upon the question of structuration,
triangulation and “tierceity” and in this perspective, we will ask
ourselves if this fundamental construction may bring to a new
paradigm i.e. to consider the Oedipus complex as a contemporary
hosting structure, broader than a constraining one, or to consider it
as a timeless structural construction put in context of another post -
Freudian form of thinking.
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This seminar program begins with examining some ideas common
to psychoanalysis and older disciplines, about the nature of
thinking. The general theme s the internal conversation that takes
place between the self (or its many parts) and its internal objects, in
relation to the 'O’ or reality of an emotional situation.

The first two seminars include references to some poets, and to
Meltzer, Money-Kyrle and Bion, and serve as an introduction to two
seminars on Bion's Memoir of the Future, including discussion of
scenes from an unfinished film based on his autobiographical works,
which it is hoped people will watch beforehand. Two edited versions
are available on YouTube:

The Becoming Room: https://youtu.be/14Wc8U6m2 w
(avideo of a theatre performance recorded in India in 2017, including
scenes from the original film)

A Memoir of the Future: (scenes from the original unfinished film from
1982, edited more recently): https://youtu.be/ wONA3JKiyl
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*Meg Harris Williams is a writer and lecturer on literature and
psychoanalysis and also a visual artist. She is a daughter of Martha
Harris (of the Tavistock psychoanalytic training) and stepdaughter of
Donald Meltzer, both of whom worked closely with Melanie Klein, and
were instrumental in teaching the later work of Bion. She teaches and
lectures widely and many of her works in English have been translated
in other languages including Italian, French, Spanish, Greek, German,
Portuguese, Japanese, and Norwegian. She is a visiting lecturer at the
Tavistock Clinic and an editor of the Harris Meltzer Trust publications.
She is also an Honorary Member of the Psychoanalytic Center of
California. meghwill@gmail.com
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