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“There is a paragraph in “On Narcissism. An Introduction” in which
Freud says somewhat cryptically that something must be added to
autoerotism to make it narcissism, whatever that is. Well, | think we can
now explain what that is”, (Kohut, 1975, p. 276)
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A Short Study of the Development of the Libido, Viewed in the Light

of Mental Disorders.
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Erotic transferences, countertransferences And the perversion
of sexual boundary violations
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Syllabus

There is a deep void surrounding the topic of erotic transferences,
extant throughout the history of psychoanalysis despite that all
practitioners struggle with this most important, commonly occurring
clinical challenge. In this course, | propose that the paucity of
literature on this subject is resultant from a chronic desexualization of
our theorizing and describe this desexualization over the historical arc
of psychoanalytic theorizing. | also suggest that this desexualization is
reflective of the acute threat posed by this complex, indeed risky
topic. This course covers the wide expanse of erotic transferences
and their various manifestations, beginning with the clarification of
important terminology. Using a quasi-developmental infrastructure,
including case illustrations with both female and male analysands, |
begin with early maternal erotic transferencesand then move on to
present an analysis that flourished and evolved into oedipal-level
erotic transferences. Finally, the ubiquitous and persistent problem of
sexual boundary violationsis discussed.
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*Andrea Celenza, Ph.D. is a Training and Supervising Analyst at the Boston

Psychoanalytic Society and Institute and Assistant Clinical Professor at

Harvard Medical School. She has written numerous papers and four books

on love, sexuality and psychoanalysis. She is in private practice in
Lexington, Massachusetts, USA.
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Social reality

We live in troubled and troubling times, where attacks on

truth and reason characterize the socio-political landscapein the
United States and throughout the world, and physical attacks on
human life suffered by Israelis and Palestinians are intolerable for
anyone with empathy. However, since the analyst’s job is not
generally aimed at affecting the external environment, it is
important to continue to do the job of addressing the patient’s
internal environment, particularly this capacity to develop and
protect one’s mind and self. Attacks on truth and reality threaten
to derail an on-going process of human mental development, in
which we clearly have a long way to go. Bion described human
language, and thinking, as beingin their “infancy.”

“Thinking”, in the sense of engaging in that
activity which is concerned with the use of
thoughts, is embryonic even in the adult and has
yet to be developed fully by the race (Bion, 1962,
p. 85).

Our current state of affairs is evidence of how far we are from

realizing the kind of mental development to which Bion spent his

life trying to call attention. It makes it clear that evolving toward

our mental potential for greater emotionalintegration is a priority
we cannot afford to squander.

* Dr. Annie Reiner is a senior faculty member and training analyst
at The Psychoanalytic Center of California (PCC) in Los Angeles. Her
work was greatly influenced by Wilfred Bion, with whom she studied
in the 1970's. She lectures throughout the world, and is the author
of four psychoanalytic books, including her last book, W.R. Bion’s
Theories of Mind: A Contemporary Introduction (Routledge, 2022).

A poet, painter, writer, and singer, Dr. Reiner also wrote a book of

short stories, four books of poems, several plays, and six children’s
books which she also illustrated. She maintains a psychoanalytic
practice in Beverly Hills, California. anniereinerphd@gmail.com
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The Infinite Mind: Bion’s Concept of O in Theory and Practice
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Bion’s conception of the mind differs significantly from

those of analysts who preceded him, including Freud and Klein.
Although psychoanalysis essentially deals with the understanding
and treatment of the human mind, Bion points out that there is
really no common agreement among analysts as to what we mean
by “mind.” In part, this is because the mind reflects a metaphysical
reality with no physical characteristics, and so we are investigating
an ephemeral mental reality - the noumenon - while, as Bion
(1974) pointed out, “What Freud and psychoanalysts have
investigated is phenomenon” (p. 41). Even the word “mind” itself is
commonly associated with intellect, but Bion uses “mind”
interchangeably with “self,” character,” or “personality”, a more
essential self that reflects the capacity for emotional “being.”

Dr. Reiner examines Bion’s ideas about the mind, in

particular his most controversial concept of O, representing a
transcendent and infinite aspect of mental life which is, according
to Bion, the necessary psychoanalytic perspective. We will look
into how the mind develops the capacity to feel, and then to think,
as well as the obstacles to that development, and emphasizing
how this can be addressed clinically.
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Literary moments of psychic birth - Perspectives

of Bion and Meltzer
*DPN'7'1 DMIND AD

mailditza@gmail.com | 054-4821837 :'70 | D7IWN NX'T :NTIID
yoramkan@gmail.com | 052-8809897 :'70 | 17X2j D' 1" T :12D

1 - Keats’ ‘Ode to Psyche’: birth of a poet

2 - Hamlet and aesthetic conflict

3 - Out of the Claustrum with Milton and Dante
[Paradise Lost; the Divine Comedly)

4 - The rebirth of Oedipus [Oedipus Rex / Tyrannos]

Rationale

This seminar program uses some literary metaphors and narratives
about psychic birth to illustrate ideas from Meltzer (such as aesthetic
conflict) and Bion (such as catastrophic change, and the caesura or
contact barrier) that are concerned with transitional moments of
psychic growth between one state of mind and another. We also
consider the problems stimulated by these growth points, and the
times when the direction may have been reversed and yet still it is
possible to emerge from the claustrum.
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*Meg Harris Williams is a writer and lecturer on literature and psychoanalysis
and also a visual artist. She is a daughter of Martha Harris (of the Tavistock
psychoanalytic training) and stepdaughter of Donald Meltzer, both of whom
worked closely with Melanie Klein, and were instrumental in teaching the later
work of Bion. She teaches and lectures widely and many of her works in English
have been translated in other languages including Italian, French, Spanish,
Greek, German, Portuguese, Japanese, and Norwegian. She is a visiting lecturer
at the Tavistock Clinic and an editor of the Harris Meltzer Trust publications.
She is also an Honorary Member of the Psychoanalytic Center of California.
meghwill@gmail.com
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